Weeds as Soil Indicators

•Alkaline soil:
Bladder campion, sow thistle, henbane, mustard

•Acidic soil:
Red sorrel, dandelion, bracken fern, oxeye daisy

•Compacted soil:
Bindweed, chicory, quackgrass, wild mustard, knotweed, goosegrass, pineapple weed

•Poorly drained soil:
Horsetail, ground ivy, yellow nutsedge 

•Highly fertile soil:
Purslane, mallow, chickweed, lamb’s quarters, red clover, stinging nettle

•Infertile soil:
Plantain, daisy, wild carrot (Queen Anne’s Lace), mullein, red sorrel, yarrow
